
  

 
 
 

THREE TIME AWARDED 

NATIONAL BLUE 
RIBBON SCHOOL  
OF EXCELLENCE  

1986       1994      2006 
 

 
St. Mary School is proud of its long tradition of excellent elementary education. The 

achievements of our students and graduates, as well as the objective assessment of local and national 
education experts earn this reputation. 

 
 St. Mary School has been recognized three times as a National Blue Ribbon School of 

Excellence by the U.S. Department of Education—1986, 1994, and 2006.   In 1986 St. Mary was the 
FIRST Catholic elementary school in Cincinnati to be cited an exemplary school and was among the 
first 34 Catholic schools in the nation to earn the honor that year; eight were in the state of Ohio. 

 
 In 1994 the Department of Education once again selected St. Mary as a school of excellence, one 
of only 38 Catholic schools cited for the award and, at the time, among only 115 schools to ever achieve 
the designation twice. 
 
 St. Mary School has proudly accepted the National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence Award 
for the third time in 2006.  Only 12 other elementary schools in the entire nation have ever earned this 
award three times and no school has earned the Blue Ribbon more times than St. Mary School.�
 
Criteria for the Blue Ribbon Award includes  

o Standardized test scores in the top 10% of the nation 
o An established foreign language program.   
o (SMS has Spanish in all grades and offers students the opportunity  to     

complete Spanish 1 before high school.) 
 

A very important factor that sets St. Mary School apart as “excellent” is our people.  St. Mary 
teachers and parents are exceptional.  As true partners in the education of each child, teachers and 
parents strive to provide the greatest amount of enrichment with the most current research-based 
methodology of education. 
 
 

Be sure to check out our nationally recognized “Talents Unlimited” program (see page 3).  
Through “Talents” all children in grades, Kindergarten through eight, are taught to think 
critically and creatively in every subject. 

 



  

 
 
 
   

 
 

 

A Century of History  
St. Mary began simply in 1898 in a feed store on Griffith Avenue in Hyde 
Park. The lower floor was used as a chapel for Mass every Sunday, as well 
as for meetings and catechism lessons for 80 children. Although the house 
remains, today it is hard to recognize because of renovations. A 
photograph hangs in the school office of this early church and its members 
after its first Mass on Pentecost Sunday, May 29, 1898. 

 
 This Griffith Avenue location was only temporary. In 1904 a second church was built in the 
middle of our present parking lot/playground on Shady Lane. When the archbishop ordered the opening 
of a parish school at St. Mary, pastor Rev. Msgr. Patrick J. Hynes decided to use the church building as 
a school and promised to erect a larger church as soon as financially possible. In the meantime, the 
parish built a basement church, which became the superstructure of our present magnificent church.  
 
 Thus the first St. Mary Grade School opened in 1908 with 100 pupils and shortly thereafter a 
high school curriculum was added. (There is also a picture of this first school in the school office.) The 
Sisters of Charity began teaching in our school from the beginning and these dedicated women served as 
principals until 1973. 
 
 The present building of St. Mary Grade School was first built as a coed high school in 1923. 
Before long (1927) the boys moved to Purcell High School and St. Mary remained an all girls high 
school until 1964. That year the girls moved to Marian High School (now Springer School) and the 
grade school quickly and happily expanded into the larger high school building. Classrooms were added 
to the undercroft of the church at the same time and the original grade school building was demolished.  
 
 Eventually classrooms occupied both the undercroft and the former convent, spreading the 
school's program into three buildings on the parish campus. Students in every grade crossed the parking 
lot in all weather to reach the computer lab, art and music, gym, the library, and cafeteria. 
 
 With the goal of developing space for parish programs to take place during the day, the St. Mary 
community launched a $3 million expansion of the main school and major renovation of the undercroft 
in 1999. That construction, completed in 2000, brought all school programs "under one roof" and greatly 
enhanced gathering and worship areas for the parish. The convent was converted to offices, counseling 
and meeting rooms for the parish staff. In addition to allowing for installation of the latest computer 
technology, the new buildings were designed to be physically accessible to everyone as well as 
adaptable for future educational needs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



  

 
 
 
 
 

 

Talents Unlimited 
Teaches Kids to Think  

St. Mary School is a “Talents Unlimited School.” What does that mean? 
Each of our teachers is specially trained to teach students the “process” of 
learning and thinking through an education method called “Talents Unlimited.”
  

Educators using research on how to tap the “multiple talents” born in every child developed 
“Talents,” as we call it, more than 20 years ago. The Talents teaching prompts students to continuously 
improve skills of productive thinking, communication, forecasting, decision-making and planning within 
the context of every academic subject. The goal is for students to understand and apply the thinking 
skills practiced in the classroom to their own real life situations, for the rest of their lives.  

The Talents approach emerges from four assumptions about people and learning:  
·  Each individual has innate thought-process strengths or "talents" in a variety of areas 

including productive/creative thinking, forecasting, communication, decision-making and 
planning. 

·  These talent processes can be integrated into any academic content area. 
·  Training in the use of these thinking skills will build capacity and foster positive self-

concept for the learner. 
·  These five thinking skills are linked to success in the world of work. 

 
 Our teachers use Talents Unlimited in ALL grades and in all subjects. In fact, Talents is so well 
integrated throughout our curriculum that since 1993 St. Mary has served as a National Demonstration 
School for Talents Unlimited. To qualify for this honor a school must have a certified trainer on staff, all 
teachers must receive extensive training in the use of the model and the school must use Talents 
Unlimited in all grade levels for a three-year period. St. Mary is one of 15 schools in the country (and 
the only Catholic school) where educators and researchers can observe the successful implementation of 
this critical and creative thinking skills program.  The National Association for Gifted Children used St. 
Mary as an "action lab" during their last conference in Cincinnati and educators from across the nation 
visited to see Talents “in-action.”  
 
 The Talents Unlimited model allows teachers to weave into their regular curriculum 
opportunities for children to develop divergent thinking. The five talents of this model always come 
directly from the core academic material and include: 

�  Productive Thinking 
�  Communication 
�  Forecasting 
�  Decision Making 
�  Planning 
 

“Talents” is the defining teaching method of a St. Mary education. It is how we teach every 
child. Each year we hold at least one workshop to familiarize parents with the tools and terminology of 
Talents.  

 



  

  

 
Where Children 
Matter Most 

Classroom teachers at St. Mary are dedicated to the care 
and education of the whole child. The classroom teaching 
experience of our faculty averages 21 years — more than 44 
percent of our teachers hold Master’s Degrees or post-graduate 
credits. All religion teachers are certified catechists with the 
Archdiocese of Cincinnati. 

Each teacher works closely with the principal and 
specialists to develop the full potential of each child. 

. 
  

Class Size  
Class size is limited to 30 students in Kindergarten 

through grade 3, and 32 students in grades 4 through 8. Teacher 
aides in the primary grades and technology department, art, 
music and library specialists, as well as elective courses, provide 
regular opportunities for small-group learning and individualized 
attention.  
 

Parents & Volunteers   
 Parents are the primary educators of their children and 
their involvement in our school is applauded and appreciated.   

We encourage parents to work within the classrooms, 
computer labs, library, cafeteria, and playground; to serve as 
resources, drive on field trips, attend conferences and give input 
into the school program.  

Parents and teachers are partners in education and, only 
by working together, can the best possible results be achieved for 
our children’s future.  
 

Fact Sheet 
 
Average Class Size 27 
Student teacher ratio (avg) 17:1 
Administrator      1 
Administrative Assistants      2 
Auxiliary Service Clerks    2 
 
Classroom Teachers  18  
Physical Education Teacher 1 
Music Teacher             1 
Band Instructor     1 
Art Teacher      1 
Teacher Aides   10 
Math Specialist     1 
Reading Specialist            1        
Librarian      1 
Technology Coordinator  1 
Technology Integration   1 
  Specialist     
Special Resource Teachers  
 ( Algebra, Spanish)           3 
Psychologist   1 
Intervention Specialist    1 
Speech/Hearing  Pathologist  1  
School Nurse       1 
Latchkey Coordinator     1  
Maintenance & Cafeteria         13 
 
TOTAL STAFF:             63   

 
 



  

 
 
 

 
CURRICULUM 

 

Religion 
 Children of all faiths are welcome at St. Mary School. Christian/Catholic values and service to 

others are an integral part of the total school program. Each student participates daily in the formal 
religious education program that stresses both formation and information. Roman Catholic students are 
prepared through instruction, prayer and community service projects for reception of the sacraments of 
First Holy Communion, the Sacrament of Reconciliation and Confirmation. All students are encouraged 
to participate in both weekly and special school liturgies as well as prayer services.  

Language Arts 
(Reading, English, Spelling) 
 We want children to learn not only how to read, but to love to read! A balance between the 
wonderful literature of whole language and the important skills of language and reading comprise the 
basis of our language program. Process writing is a vital part of our instruction. Students are encouraged 
to write daily using the Six Traits of writing to understand and strengthen their skills. 

Math 
 Our math program features a wide variety of manipulatives and problem solving, with an 
emphasis on the vocabulary of math. Students in grades 1-5 with a special interest in math may 
participate in math enrichment classes and a high school algebra course is offered in grade 8.   Junior 
high has an expanded math curriculum offering multi-level math classes providing opportunities for all 
levels of learning.   

Social Studies 
 Children grow in awareness of geography and the global community, which stresses our 
interdependence with others, as well as knowledge and appreciation of the history and cultures of the 
people around us. A special emphasis is placed on current events so that students realize the importance 
of the present and its effect on the future.  
 Our involvement each year in the International School to School Exchange (ISSE) program 
translates some of these lessons into personal experiences. Our students form friendships with exchange 
students here and our students who travel abroad have a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to sample life in 
another nation. 

Science 
 Students are encouraged to learn through hands-on experiments as well as school assemblies and 
community field trips. Two science teachers and our science lab enhance the Junior High program 
(Grades 6, 7, 8)  Parents are strong assets contributing to the science department through the SMASH 
(St. Mary Association of Science Helpers) program.   Among the science education opportunities 
available to our students: laptop technology, an outdoor education experience, yearly participation in 
regional/state science competition, access to science resources on the Internet as well as at universities, 
museums and COSI in Columbus, Ohio.  Since 2003 there is a school-wide commitment to integrate 
science throughout the curriculum. 
 



  

 
 
 

 
Computer Technology 
 Use of computers, the Internet, video production and other electronic technology are integrated 
throughout the curriculum at St. Mary.   Our state-of-the-art computer lab accommodates 32 students at 
a time and a portable cart of 32 wireless laptop computers extends Internet access throughout the school. 
Every student has two scheduled periods per week in the computer lab.   

Students use computer technology in nearly every subject area from Kindergarten through Grade 
8. Word processing, database, e-mail, Internet research, digital photography, Web page creation, graphic 
presentations, desktop publishing and online learning – are among the skills students develop through 
computer use.  

Each student is introduced to computer skills with access to computer programs in math and 
language instruction as well as critical thinking, and deductive reasoning practice.  

In addition to the Internet Lab, every classroom has computers making it possible for students 
and the teacher to work individually or use video equipment for a class lesson. Our students are 
computer confident when they leave St. Mary School and have a strong technology foundation for high 
school.  Visit the school web site created by our students: < http://www.smshp.com/kids >. 

We have a full-time Technology Teacher/Coordinator, a Computer Integration Specialist for 
Grades K-5, and two teacher’s aides. Our Technology Program makes enrichment possible for all 
subjects by expanding the curriculum through specialized project-based learning.  Most often these 
projects involve the entire class and at times only a small group of students. A strong link exists between 
our enrichment and technology programs.  

 
 

Health/Physical Education 
 The Physical Education department at St. Mary is one of the respected elementary programs in 
the city of Cincinnati. Each year 94% of our students can successfully pass the physical fitness test that 
only 15% of the nation’s youth can pass. Students’ success is attributed to the fine P.E. classes during 
the school day and the extensive extracurricular sports program. We hope students will develop a 
positive attitude toward physical well-being that will carry over to the future.  
 

�  Athletics 
Extracurricular soccer, football, volleyball, basketball, track, softball, and baseball teams 
are available for both boys and girls. The inter-scholastic program is offered for all 
students in Grades 1 through 8. More than 80% of students participate in a sport during 
the school year. Extracurricular athletics are coordinated by the St. Mary Sports 
Association of the parish. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Music & Art 
 We are committed to the Fine Arts through full-time music and art specialists. Students attend 
music and art classes twice weekly. Traditionally the St. Mary Players (student drama club) present a 
full-scale musical drama each spring, in addition to performances by individual classes and the Junior 
High Choir throughout the year. 

In recent years St. Mary has received Ohio Arts Council grants through E-CASE to develop a 
fine arts education plan and host artists in residence. (St. Mary is a member of E-CASE, “Eastern 
Catholic Alliance of Schools for Excellence,” a resource-sharing collaborative of 10 Eastern Cincinnati 
parochial schools.) 
 Children are encouraged to express themselves through visual art in a wide range of media. 
Students learn basic principles of art and art appreciation, as well as create projects using printmaking, 
three-dimensional design, sculpture, paint, pen and ink, and pastels. Our art “studio” is equipped with a 
kiln for pottery making.  Each year St. Mary students are among the winners in the Hyde Park Square 
Art Show competition. 

Professional performers (e.g. Playhouse in the Park, Cincinnati Opera and Cincinnati Ballet) visit 
throughout the year. Fine Arts Week each spring is a highlight of the academic year involving all 
students . Members of the P.T.O. offer Fine Arts Family Night and the “Picture Lady” program. 
  
 

Junior High Fine Art/Physical Education Electives 
 Each quarter students in Grades 7 and 8 select a Fine Arts or Physical Education 
course which meets for a double period on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons. These electives give 
students extended time to learn or improve a skill in a particular area. Courses offered have included 
print-making, creating computer multi-media presentations, musical theater, copper enameling, squash, 
spinning and fitness, pottery, building beads, Tae Kwon Do, yoga, photography, Lacrosse, rock-
climbing, calligraphy, yearbook production, weight-training, volleyball and wrestling. Students learn in 
small groups from guest teachers or St. Mary faculty with expertise in these disciplines.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Expanded Curriculum  
The basic curriculum of St. Mary School is enriched and extended in many, various ways within 

and beyond the regular school day. 
 

Spanish 
 Spanish classes are held during the school day for students in grades K-8.   Grades K-6 meet 1 
day per week and grades 7-8 meet 3 days/week with the option of earning a high school credit. 
 

Extra “extras” 
Children have many opportunities from which to choose. Many are made possible through the 

efforts of parent volunteers, the P.T.O. and extended-day commitments of faculty and staff.   
 

Great Books    Grade 5-8 Choir  Alter Servers 
Picture Lady    Foreign Exchange  Cantors 
St. Mary Players   Everybody Counts  Lectors 
Fine Arts Week   Outdoor Education  Eucharistic Ministers 
Spanish classes   Student Government  Community Service 
Junior High Algebra   Ski Club    
Computer Enrichment   CYO Sports Program 

 
Girl and Boy Scouts 
 Scouting programs begin as young as Kindergarten and extend through the high school years 
offering youngsters a chance to grow and explore under the guidance of generous and skilled adults.  
  
 
 



  

 
 

Standardized Test Scores  
 

St Mary School 
Terra Nova Results  

Fall 2009 
 

The table presents the results of the Terra Nova Achievement Tests taken by our students in October 
2009 in grades 2, 4, 6, and 8.  The results of the Archdiocese are also given. The tests are standardized, 
meaning that the same items were given and scored in the same way to a national sample of students. 
Our scores therefore give an indication of how the students are doing relative to students throughout the 
country. 
There are many types of scores that can be given. One of the common and familiar is percentiles. As an 
individual student a percentile score tells you what percentage of students you did as well as or better 
than. So that if you obtained a score at the 82nd percentile that means you did as well or better than 82 
percent of the students who took the test (notice this has nothing to do with the percentage of the items 
you got correct, a common misconception). Because we are now dealing with group data (each grade), 
the scores below are a type of percentile called a median national percentile. Each score in the table 
below is the score at which half of our students’ scored above and half scored below so that an 82nd  
median percentile score at the second grade in reading means that half of our students got a score above 
the 82nd percentile level and half got a score below the 82nd percentile level. For perspective, a median 
percentile score of 50 would mean that half of the students’ scores fell above the 50th percentile and half 
fell below the 50th percentile.  The median national percentile is 50 (think of the 50th percentile as sort 
of an “average” score though it really means the middle score).  
 
As can be seen by the table our students did extremely well at each grade in each subject. A word 
needs to be said about the “TOTAL” scores. That score is based on the Reading, Language, and Math 
performance but please note that it is not an average of those specific tests but rather is calculated using 
an overall cumulative score which is then compared to a separate scale. As a result of this process these 
scores can actually be higher than each of the specific tests.    

Comparison of St Mary School and Archdiocese of Cincinnati 
In Percentiles (Median National Percentiles) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Reading Language 
Arts  

Math Science Social 
Studies 

TOTAL  

Grade 2       
SMS 82 n/a 88 77.6 83.5 91.4 
Archdiocese 71.8 n/a 73.4 64.2 72.1 80.6 
Grade 4       
SMS 83.7 82 88 88 90 87.3 
Archdiocese 71.6 68.3 66.5 71.9 78.4 70.5 
Grade 6       
SMS 86.3 87 86 74.8 88 89.4 
Archdiocese 76.6 73.6 71.9 71.9 75.2 76.4 
Grade 8       
SMS 89 88 88 79 86 92.8 
Archdiocese 79.6 78.9 77.5 78 78.1 82.2 



  

St. Mary School Uniform Policy  
All students are expected to dress neatly and appro priately at all times – 
even on out-of-uniform days.  Neat and appropriate appearance includes, 
but is not limited to cleanliness, size of clothes a nd modesty, as well as 
logos, graphics or messages printed on clothes.  
 

[Uniform policy revised 4/16/01] 

 
 

SCHOOL ATTIRE  
 

�  Uniform skirts and navy blue dress shorts must be worn TO THE 
KNEE.  Navy blue dress shorts are acceptable attire for all 
students during warm weather in the first and fourth quarters of 
the school year. 

 
�  Socks and shoes with low heels must be worn at all times.  

 
�  Girls wear the uniform plaid jumper (Kindergarten – Grade 5) or 

skirt (Grades 6, 7, 8) TO THE KNEE. Socks, tights, and legwear 
worn under the uniform must be white or navy blue.  

 
�  Male and female students may wear navy blue dress pants with 

NO rivets or patch pockets.  Jeans--any style-- are prohibited.  
Stretch pants are not permitted.  

 
�  White uniform shirts for all students must be dress shirts with a 

collar or an official St. Mary logo "polo" shirt. All knit shirts must 
be purchased through school. Shirts must be tucked in at all 
times. Only the top button may be open. 

 
�  Uniform sweatshirts must be one of the approved uniform 

sweatshirts with the St. Mary logo.  “Spirit Wear” or “Cougar 
Gear” sweatshirts are NOT acceptable uniform attire.  Sweaters 
must be plain navy blue with no logos, monograms, or 
decorations of any kind. 

 
�  White turtleneck sweaters may be worn UNDER the required 

uniform shirts. T-shirts worn under the uniform shirt must be 
plain white and no graphics may show through.  

 
ON GYM DAYS all students must wear gym shoes. Shorts and slacks 
are also recommended. 
 
SPIRIT WEAR DAYS 
Students may wear Spirit Wear or Cougar Gear on the first Friday of 
every month and other special days as announced. Students may wear 
a designated spirit or school team shirt or pants in place of the uniform 
shirt, shorts, pants, or skirt.  The regular uniform shirt or pants must be 
worn if Spirit Wear or Cougar Gear does not replace it. Spirit/Cougar 
boxer shorts and sweatpants may be worn under uniform jumpers or 
skirts, or on their own during gym classes.  
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o  St. Mary uniform plaid 
jumper and skirts and knit 
shirts  
o  Mention School code#  
9000-9600-9 for all 
approved uniform items 

�
�������� �
o  Navy blue dress shorts 
and slacks. 
o White dress shirts. 
o Navy sweater. 
 
 

	
�������	
��
	�
�		��� �
o Cougar athletic team 
uniforms, outerwear and 
accessories.  ?’s: 
lindascomo@yahoo.com 



  

   
 
 
 

    The School Day  
 
 

Beginning & Ending Times 
School officially begins at 8:40 a.m. and dismisses at 3:30 p.m. Children should NOT 

be on the playground before 8:20, which is when teacher supervision begins. Children may 
enter the building at 8:30 and must be seated at their desks, ready to start the school day 
promptly at 8:40 a.m. 

 
 

 
 

Latchkey Program 
 St. Mary School offers a Latchkey Program BEFORE and AFTER school each day we are in 
session. Latchkey is available one hour before school and after school until 6 p.m. For information on 
the program and fees please ask for the Latchkey Handbook in the school office or contact Mrs. Donna 
Haithcoat, Latchkey Program Director, 533-5520.  
 

 
Lunch Program 
 A nutritious hot lunch and milk are served in the cafeteria for $2.50 per 
day. Children who bring their lunches may purchase milk for 50 cents. Free and 
reduced lunches are available for those who qualify.  

 

 

 



  

 
 

 
Application and Registration Process 
 

Grades One to Eight 
 

 A ll children must be registered prior to attending school. Application for admission to any grade 
at St. Mary School may be made at ANY TIME  for future school years.  The administration reserves the 
right to make admission decisions that are in the best interest of the school, the current students, and the 
student making application.  
 

No student will be excluded from St. Mary School so lely because of race, color, 
national origin or ancestry.  

 
Generally, St. Mary School admits children on a first-come basis, in the following priority order:  
 
PRIORITY OF REGISTRATION 

1. Children from families who are registered and actively participating for at least six months in 
St. Mary Parish. 

2. Children from families, who have changed residence and were registered participants in 
another Catholic parish. 

3. Children from families who have been registered in St. Mary Parish but not actively 
participating for at least six months, and children from Catholic families outside the parish. 

4. Children from non-Catholic families. 
 
Students applying for admission will be given priority in each category if they have siblings already 
attending St. Mary School and according to the date they apply for admission. 
 
If a family’s tuition payments are not current for students presently enrolled in St. Mary School, or any 
other school, and parents have not made satisfactory arrangements, students will forfeit their priority in 
registration and enrollment. 
 
No parish child will be denied an education at St. Mary School solely on the basis of financial need.  
Parents are asked to complete a PSAS form and meet with the principal to discuss tuition support. 
 
In the event that parents are divorced or separated, custody papers must be submitted to the school 
office. The non-custodial parent has a right to request and receive information about his/her child/ren.  
The information given may be grades, attendance records and reports of discipline or problems. 

 
 
DEADLINE : We encourage families to apply as soon as you decide to send your 
children to St. Mary School. St. Mary parishioners and families with children attending 
St. Mary School will receive priority consideration for available class openings until 
December 1.  



  

                  
 

 St. Mary Parish & 
Education Commission Policy  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Tuition Categories Based on Parish Status 
 
 Those families who have been actively participating in the parish for at least six months will be 
charged “in-parish” tuition. All other families will be charged the full “out of parish” tuition amount for 
the next school year.  

The actual cost of educating each child at St. Mary School is more than the tuition charged. 
The parish gives tuition assistance to each student whose family is active in St. Mary Parish. If an 
active parishioner needs more assistance, financial help is available following: 

�
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The Ohio Educational Choice Scholarship (EdChoice) Pilot Program is administered by the Ohio 
Department of Education and was created to provide students from underperforming public schools the 
opportunity, through scholarship funding, to attend participating private schools.  

The mission of St. Mary School is “to educate, inspire and energize children with an emphasis on 
Catholic faith, academic excellence and a commitment to service.”  

St. Mary participation in the Ohio’s EdChoice program is consistent with and, indeed, 
exemplifies the mission of our school in its broadest sense. It embodies our Catholic values and enriches 
the SMS community. As such, the St. Mary Education Commission endorses our school participation in 
this program subject to the existing operating policies and procedures of St. Mary School.  

With participation comes the need to comply with all program policies and procedures required 
by the state as outlined in the Ohio Educational Choice Scholarship Program, Policy and Procedure 
Manual, available online at www.ode.state.oh.us under the school options tab.   Approved 12-03-07 
 

Active Parishioner Status 
 

An ACTIVELY PARTICIPATING PARISHIONER IS , at the very least, 
REGISTERED, normally ATTENDS SUNDAY MASS at St. Mary Church, and 
SUPPORTS the work of the parish through the regular use of parish envelopes.  
 
�  Each family registered in St. Mary Parish is expected to sign a Covenant 

showing that they understand the mutual nature of the responsibilities and 
privileges as a parishioner and parent of a child in the parish school.   

 
�  Families must be registered in the parish before registering in the school. 

Written notification of a family’s parish status in St. Mary or another parish 
will be requested.   

 
�  Students not in good standing or who have financial obligations to a previous 

school may be denied acceptance at St. Mary School even if the family has 
active parishioner status.  

 
The Parish Office may be reached at 321-1207. 

 



  

 
 

 
Grades 1~8 Application Process  
(NOTE: Kindergarten application is a separate and d ifferent  procedure. See page 20) 
 

�  A Birth Certificate and Baptismal Record must be presented at the time of registration, if the 
child was not baptized in St. Mary Parish. 

 
�  Medical Records: Before a child may attend any school in the State of Ohio he/she must meet 

the following vaccination requirements:  
·  four or more doses of DPT   
·  one rubella vaccine 
·  four or more doses of Polio vaccine 
·  one measles vaccine    
·  the second MMR 

Record of these vaccines must be submitted to St. Mary School before the child will be admitted 
to class. 

�  Placement Testing: Before acceptance into Grades 1 through 8, entering students must take a 
placement test indicating ability and academic achievement. The St. Mary School psychologist 
administers this test. 

 
First Grade  

As in all grades, children attending St. Mary School’s Kindergarten have first choice to the available 
spaces in the next grade (first grade in this case) the following year. Eligibility for first grade is determined by the 
following criteria: 

�  Children who become six by September 30 of the year of admittance are at age for first grade.  
�  Children who become six between October 1 and on or before December 31 of the year of admittance are 

considered as underage candidates for first grade.  
�  No child who turns six later than December 31 of the year of admittance will be accepted into first grade.  
All underage admissions are made on a trial basis. If an underage child is unable to adjust 

appropriately, he/she may be recommended for removal from the first grade program.  
�  Children who attended and successfully completed St. Mary Kindergarten shall be admitted to first grade 

without reevaluation. 
�  Children entering from other Kindergartens must show evidence that they are qualified. 
�  Children who were evaluated and did not qualify for underage Kindergarten may not be considered for 

reevaluation as underage for first grade. These children should be enrolled in Kindergarten.  
�  St. Mary School does not accept children in the first grade who have not satisfactorily completed 

Kindergarten. 
 

Second through Eighth Grade  
 Children who enter St. Mary School in grades 2-8 must show evidence that they are qualified under the 
guidelines established by the Ohio State Department of Education and the Archdiocese of Cincinnati. St. Mary 
reserves the right to refuse admission to any child who has been expelled from any other school. All admissions 
are on a trial basis.  
 
 

 
 



  

 
2010-2011 

Student Category Grades Tuition  
In-Parish Family 1 - 8 $3,025 
In-Parish Family Kindergarten - Half Day $2,450 
In-Parish Family Kindergarten - All Day $4,510 
Out-of-Parish K through 8 $5,625 
Out-of-Parish Kindergarten - Half Day $3,210 

 
RETURNING STUDENT REGISTRATION FEE:  
RE-REGISTRATION FEE:   $100  PER RETURNING STUDENT  
(Non-refundable and due in mid-January 
 with Intent-to-Return form.)  
 

 
.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�  Delinquent Payments  
If tuition payments are delinquent at the end of any quarter, report cards will be 
held up for that quarter. If tuition is not paid in full by April 1  of each school year, 
students may be denied admittance to class at St. Mary School until obligations of 
the tuition contract are met.  If tuition payments are not current at the start of the 
second semester students may be denied admittance to class.  A $100 per student 
late fee will be assessed for any tuition that is not paid-in-full by April 15 . 

 



  

 
 
Policy Regarding Tuition for Partial-Year Students 
 Students who enroll after the school year begins will be charged tuition based upon their 
category (i.e. active parishioner or non-parishioner) and based upon a proration using the following 
formula:   

# of days of attendance left in the scheduled school year x per diem rate 
When tuition is determined, the student may pay tuition in-full in this amount prior to admission 

or may elect to pay tuition on the time payment schedule together with a $40 per student administrative 
fee.  

Based upon the month of entry, a percentage of the time payment will be due prior to admission 
at the rate of 10% per month beginning with July.  

Deferred Attendance Policy 
    In the event a child has been offered placement in any grade and for unusual circumstances the 

family needs to defer the child’s attendance at St. Mary School for one year, the following requirements 
must be met to hold that opening: 

1. Tuition for the school year must be paid in full by July 1 prior to the start of the school year in 
which the opening is being held. 

2. To hold an opening in Kindergarten the “full-day” tuition is required. 
3. The tuition rate will be determined by the family’s parish membership status at the time of 

school registration.  (In-parish rate is applied for families who have been registered, active 
parishioners for a minimum of six months prior to school registration.  Out-of-parish tuition is 
charged for families who do not meet this criterion.) 

4. Pre-paid tuition to hold a vacancy is not refundable. 
5. The family is responsible for “re-registering” the child for the year he/she will actually attend St. 

Mary School.  It is the family’s responsibility to obtain these forms from the school office in 
November and to meet the other necessary deadlines.  If re-registration is not completed, an 
incoming student may fill the student’s place in the class. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 
 
 St. Mary School opened its first Kindergarten program in the fall of 1984. The same tradition of 
educational excellence that guides St. Mary Grade School prevails in the Kindergarten. We try to 
challenge these young learners in an environment that gives them the chance to “fall in love with 
school.”   
 

�  Kindergarten Philosophy and School Policies 
Since the Kindergarten is part of St. Mary School, the philosophy and school policies are the 

same. The importance of each individual and the genuine concern for the total development of each 
child is at the heart of the school’s philosophy. We strive to develop each child to his/her full 
potential spiritually, academically, socially, and physically.  

 
�  Come Observe the Kindergarten Class 

We invite parents who are considering St. Mary’s Kindergarten program to visit our classrooms 
while they’re in session. To minimize disruption during instruction, we ask that you call before you 
visit to learn the times classes are open for observation during the week.  

�  You may also request to meet with the principal and tour the school during your visit. 
You should call in advance for a meeting with the principal. To arrange for your visit 
please call the school office, 321-0703. 

Curriculum for Kindergarten  

A full Kindergarten program is offered following all state and Archdiocesan guidelines. 
Included in the curriculum are the following: 
· Religion Readiness  · Communication Skills  · Reading Readiness 
· Handwriting   · Mathematics Readiness  · Physical Education 
· Social Studies  · Science    · Health and Safety 
· Music and Rhythm  · Art 

Additional Opportunities:  
· Computer Education  · Everybody Counts   .Young Rembrandts 
· Speakers/Assemblies · Student Performance   . Spanish     
· Science Enrichment  . Field Trips 

 Kindergarten School Day 
 Students may apply for full- or half-day morning sessions. Each homeroom is limited to 10 half-
day students.  Teacher requests are not accepted in any grade at St. Mary School, including 
Kindergarten. 
 Please read and carefully consider the section “Guidelines for Choosing All-Day or Half-Day 
Kindergarten” on the following pages. If a Kindergarten student changes from a full-day class to a half-
day session after the registration process, the tuition charge will remain the full-day rate until that space 
is filled by another student. 

 

Kindergarten
nnn  



  

 
 
 

Kindergarten Admission and Registration Process  
 

�  All children must be registered prior to attending school. The $275 application fee and birth 
certificate must accompany the application form.   

�  Children entering Kindergarten must be 5-years-old by September 30.  
�  Children are eligible for early entrance testing only if they turn 5-years-old no later than 

December 31. Testing will be administered by the St. Mary School psychologist to determine 
eligibility for early admission.  Testing will be done only on those children who have registered.   

 

Kindergarten Application Fee Refund Policy 
Once a student has been accepted by St. Mary School, the application fee for Kindergarten is NON-
REFUNDABLE for any reason, including withdrawal from classes due to moving, changing schools, 
lack of developmental readiness, etc.  If a Kindergarten student changes from full-day class to half-day, 
the tuition charge will remain full-day until that space is filled by another student. 

 
WHEN TO APPLY 

�  St. Mary School accepts applications for Kindergarten at ANY TIME.   Families are 
encouraged to apply as soon as you decide to send your children to St. Mary School. 

�  Applications are dated at the time they are received in the school office.  Class openings 
are filled on a first-come basis according to the following criteria: 

1. Children of active/registered parishioners; 

2. Children from families who have changed residence and were active, registered 
participants in another Catholic parish; 

3. Children from families who have been registered in St. Mary Parish but not 
actively participating for at least six months, and children from Catholic families 
outside the parish; and, 

4. Children of non-Catholic families. 

Siblings of current St. Mary students receive priority consideration in each category. 

�  DEADLINE :  St. Mary parishioners and families with children attending St. Mary 
School will receive priority consideration for available class openings until December 1.  
After December 1 children in all categories will be considered on a first-come basis from 
the date of registration until classes reach capacity. 

�  Families will be notified by Christmas of their child’s admission status and 
instructions for completing the registration process.  A $200 non-refundable tuition 
payment must be made within two weeks from the date of acceptance to secure your child’s 
enrollment. 

�  As in all grades, children attending Kindergarten at SMS have first choice to the available spaces 
in the next grade (in this case first grade) the following year.  

  



  

·  four or more doses of Polio vaccine 
·  one measles vaccine the second MMR 

 
 
 
 
APPLICATION PROCESS 

�  A Birth Certificate and Baptismal Record must be presented at the time of application, if the 
child was not baptized in St. Mary Parish. 

�  Medical Records: Before a child may attend any school in the State of Ohio he/she must meet 
the following vaccination requirements: 
·  four or more doses of DPT   
·  one rubella vaccine 

 
Record of these vaccines must be submitted to St. Mary School before the child will be admitted to class.  

 
 

All-Day or Half-Day Kindergarten?  
 
How to Decide 

 The “All-Day” versus “Half-Day” decision can be a difficult one for many parents.  The 
following guidelines may be helpful in choosing which would be the more beneficial placement for your 
child. Our school psychologist and Kindergarten teachers are also excellent resources if you wish to 
consult with them. They can be reached through the school office: 321-0703. 
 

All-Day Kindergarten  
May be the Right Choice if the Following Apply to Your Child ... 

  
�  Attended preschool or day care.  This child who has experienced the structure and routines of 

such a setting will usually adjust more easily to the 6 ½ hour school day.  Preschool or day care 
teachers may have insights and recommendations, which are most helpful. 

�  Eager to learn.  The child has an obvious desire to learn about “school” and its “subjects.” 
�  Independent child.  This child adjusts rapidly to new situations, can care for his/her personal 

needs, and can entertain himself/herself with activities and interests. 
�  Alert and active.  This child remains alert and physically active all day.  This child generally 

has good health. 
�  Strong attention span.  This child can attend to tasks for longer period of time.  He/she 

willingly concentrates and remains on task individually or in a group for 20-30 minutes. 
�  Recognition of letters and numbers.  This child has immediate recognition of many letters and 

numbers from 1 to 10. 
�  Good development of fine and gross motor skills.  This child can use scissors, crayons, 

manipulate small objects, draw or color beyond scribbling.  Gross motor skills include jumping,  
hopping, balancing, throwing and catching a ball. 

 
 
 
 



  

 
 

Or……. 
 

Half-Day Kindergarten Session  
May be the Right Choice if the Following Apply to Your Child ...  

 
�  Late birthdate. The children with June, July, August and September birthdays are the youngest 

in the class. Often these children (especially boys) do not demonstrate necessary school 
readiness, i.e. the ability to learn and to cope with the school environment without undue stress, 
and to sustain that level of learning and coping all day and every day. These children may be 
‘’ready to read” but are not ready for the whole day school situation. They manage the academics 
but at great expense to another part of their being—social, emotional, or physical.  

 
�  Play oriented. This child still needs time during the day for building social relationships with 

other children and for free play.  
 

�  Dependent and shy. This child may be hesitant about his/her abilities, may still cling to parents, 
does not cooperate freely with others, and is shy about performing for others.  

 
�  Becomes tired during the day. This child still requires a nap or rest-time during the morning or 

afternoon.  
 

�  Physical or health problems. Often when a child is coping with or adjusting to frequent 
problems, he/she has little energy left for learning. Increasing demands for learning are a 
detriment to this child.  

 
 These guidelines are only suggestions for you, the parent, to consider 
when making this all-day or half-day decision. If you have any questions or 
concerns you would like to discuss, please feel free to call. We all want our 
children to be happy and successful in school and life. For most children that 
depends on getting started on the right foot. Kindergarten is the beginning.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 
 
 
 

~~~ 
The Mission of St. Mary School is to 

educate, inspire and energize 
children with an emphasis on  

Catholic faith, 
academic excellence and 
commitment to service. 

~~~ 
 
 
 
 
St. Mary School, Hyde Park 
2845 Erie Avenue 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45208 
 
Phone: 321-0703 
Voicemail: 533-5527 
Fax: 533-5517 
 

St. Mary School on the Web :  <www.smshp.com> 
 


